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Monitoring of Residual Sulfur Dioxide
Contents in Medicine Prepared from Crude
Medicinal Herbs(Comparison of Dosage Form)

Pharmaceutical Analysis Team

Hyun-kyoung Lee, Chun-yeong Lee, Ae-hee Chung, Won-hee Park,
Myung-sook Lee, Jeong-gon Kim, Jung-hun Kim and Young-zoo Chae

Abstract

We studied monitoring of residual sulfur dioxide(SO,) contents in medicine
prepared from crude medicinal herbs. A total of 26 samples of medicines prepared from
crude medicinal herbs collected from markets, which were examined by modified
Monier_Willams method that. The samples came in two forms, pills(11 samples), and
granules(15 samples). Sulfur dioxide(SO,) was detected in 7 samples(26.9%) at levels
greater than the maximum standard limits (30 mg/kg for herbal medicines). The pills had
higher contents of sulfur dioxide(SO,) than the granules. The reason was believed to be
the differences of manufacturing processes for each dosage form. As a result, criteria
for residual sulfur dioxide(SO,) should be established not only for medicinal herbs but
also for the medicine prepared from crude drugs.
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Table 1. (Continued)
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