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Development Direction of Environmental Policy of Seoul in the light of Global
Standards
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Globalization, which was quite new to almost all of the citizens of Seoul before
1990s, has now become familiar to them. However, the relationships between
globalization and environmental problems are unclear and difficult to understand. As
quite a good number of countries of the world recognize that it is difficult to
improve their own countries’ environmental conditions without cooperating with
neighboring countries, the global standards of environmental policy are changing. It
seems that the results of WSSD would make an effect on the formation and
implementation of environmental policies of Seoul. It is now necessary for Seoul to
cope with the changing international environmental regimes.

The purposes of this study are firstly to derive the elements of global standards
of environmental policy from a number of aspects such as the paradigm shift of
21st century, the environmental outlook of OECD, the action plan of UNCSD and
experts’ comments, and secondly to suggest the development direction of
environmental policy of Seoul in the light of the global standards created in the
study.

Globalization reveals itself as a form of global standards in the area of the
environment. The study suggests 9 elements of global standards based on the 3
stages of (Dpolicy keynotes, @policy formation and legitimacy, and @policy
implementation and evaluation.

The study suggests specific environmental global standards in each stage:
sustainable development, cross-cutting environmental policy, and integrated
demand-supply management in the policy keynotes area; environmental governance

system, increasing role of businesses, and decentralization of environmental policy



in the policy formation and legitimacy area; incentive-oriented environmental policy,
nature-human-planet  centered environmental policy and quantification of
environmental policy in the policy implementation and evaluation area.

Before evaluating the status of environmental policies of Seoul in the light of
global standards, this study reviews the trends of international environmental
regimes such as International environmental agreements, institutions, conferences
and cooperation. The study also introduces the best practices of global
environmental management by local authorities of the world such as ICLEI's Cities
for Climate Protection program, Tokyo's global environmental conservation plan
especially for climate protection.

Evaluating the present environmental policies of Seoul based on the analytical
framework of global standards, the study shows there is a huge gap between the
level of global standards and that of environmental policies of Seoul.

The study suggests "the establishment and implementation of environmental
policies to meet the global standards” as a vision of environmental policy of Seoul.
The study presents a variety of policy strategies and tasks which are needed in
pursuit of the vision.

The study suggests, in its final section, that there should be an analysis of
gaps between specific environmental sectors and global standards. It also suggests
that we need a check list for assessing the global standards of environmental
policy. Finally the study proposes that the weaker areas of environmental policy in
the light of global standards should be intensively managed according to the

priorities.
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