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Abstract

Study on Improvement and Sustainable
Operations of Our Village, Kium Center

Kim, Song-Yi
(Research Fellow, Department of Policy Research)

The Seoul Metropolitan Government has established and implemented
a plan to build additional 400 childcare centers, named ‘Our Village, Kium
Center (hereinafter, Kium Center)’, by the year 2022 to expand public
childcare services for elementary school students. The Kium Center is
previously called ‘Da-ham-ke Dol-bom Center’, public childcare center for
elementary students located in Seoul run by Korea’s central government
that was later renamed by Seoul. Seoul has announced its plan to make
the Kium Center a place for playing and learning based on play and
relaxation and, for this, introduced the two operating principles of ‘Best
interests of child First and ‘Meet the Care needs of Community’.
Supposed that the operating rules should be kept well to build childcare
system of good quality for elementary students reflecting childcare needs
of Seoul, the study has analyzed how faithfully these principles are
followed.

The study conducted in-depth interviews and focus group interview
targeting 9 heads of the centers, 10 children who use the centers, and
9 parents or caregivers. According to the interview results, it shows
that children and caregivers expressed high level of satisfaction at
children-driven, play and relaxation centered operations, and solving
childcare gap issue. Particularly, children are much highly satisfied in
that they could play enough with other children in various age ranges.
This leads to the point that it should strengthen characteristics of the
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Kium Center as a ‘small-scale community-based childcare center where
both relationship building in similar age groups and play exist’.

Aiming at securing the identity of Our Village, Kium Center as a
care-bonded, small-scale community-based childcare center’, it proposes
a policy for its play-centered operations with reinforcing connection with
local community.

keyword: childcare services for elementary school students, ‘Our Village,
Kium Center’, principle of best interests of child first, principle
of meeting the care needs of community, children’s right to
rest, relax, play.
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