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Abstract

A Study on the Social Ecosystem of Seoul
Women’s Cooperatives

Kim Jaemin
(Policy Research Department
Senior Researcher)

In Korea, women’s labor force participation is in stagnation due to the
economic recession. According to Statistics Korea, women’s participation
in economic activities in Seoul rose slightly from 49.3 percent to 52.3
percent during the eleven-year period from 2001 to 2012. Also, Korea’s
gender wage gap is the widest among the 35 OECD member nations.

The implementation of the Act on Cooperatives, in December 2012, has
spurred various discussions on economic growth through the
establishment and vitalization of cooperatives. Especially, cooperatives
have been viewed as an attractive way to increase the number of women
in the workforce. Judging from the examples of women’s social economic
activities in medicine and consumer cooperatives at the end of the 1980s,
it may be safe to say that cooperatives could serve as a channel through
which women can become more economically active and, especially,
those women who have taken a career break can re-enter the workforce.

In this essay, | define women’s cooperatives as the cooperatives that
allow women with work experience in cooperatives to join the workforce
by creating an environment that ensures women’s equal opportunity for
career development. | also define the ecosystem of women’s cooperatives
as the infrastructure or environment that reinforces the autonomy and
sustainability of women’s cooperatives.
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This study aims to survey the current conditions of women’s
cooperatives, analyze obstacles to the vitalization of these cooperatives,
and make suggestions for policies to promote women’s cooperatives and
develop their ecosystem.

A survey of activists, researchers, and staff members of women'’s
cooperatives shows that hindrances to the expansion of women’s
cooperatives include the lack of statistical data on men’s and women’s
cooperatives, absence of education and consulting on cooperatives,
absence of networks in each region and industry and, last but not least,
a lack of support for the activists of women’s cooperatives for their
consistent activity.

In accordance with the results of the analysis, this essay suggests the
following measures to develop the ecosystem of women’s cooperatives:
creation of statistical data on women’s and men’s cooperatives, formation
of an intermittent women’s social economy for network revitalization,
qualitative improvement of education and consulting service on women'’s
cooperatives to ensure their sustainability and competence and, finally,
selection and distribution of models focused on the development of
women’s cooperatives in Seoul.

keyword: cooperatives, women’s cooperatives, ecosystem,
social economy
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