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Seoul to run half-pnce restaurants

The Seoul Metropoli-
tan Government (SMG)
plans to run “half-price
restaurants” in the form
of cooperatives to
enable low-income
earners to have a meal
for around 2,500 won to
3,000 won.

Under the plan initi-  Seoul Mayor

ated by Seoul Mayor Park Won-soon

Park Won-soon, SMG
will discuss how to set up the
restaurants with community orga-
nizations in areas where
low-income residents live in coop-
eration with restaurant chains.
Park said the restaurants could
open near permanent lease hous-
ing complexes — homes for
those with low incomes.
However, the plan is raising
concerns about possibly negative

impact on existing fami-
ly-run small restaurant
operators, with responses
from most netizens being
critical.

A Facebook user Kim
posted a reply on Mayor
Park’s posting, saying,
“Many self-employed
restaurant owners are on
the verge of collapse, and
the half-price eateries
would make it harder for them to
stay afloat.”

In response, Park said, “Since
the restaurants will be operated by
community organizations, it
won’t negatively affect existing
restaurant operators. Besides, we
will not aggressively press forward
with the plan to the point of dam-
aging existing small businesses.”
eunji bk@koreatimes.co.kr
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