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BIENNALE INTRODUCTION

Theme
Collective City

Co-directors
Jaeyong Lim, Francisco
Sanin

Period
September 7 -
November 10, 2019

Main Venue
Dongdaemun Design
Plaza (DDP), Donuimun
Museum Village, Seoul
Hall of Urbanism &
Architecture

Sub Venue

Sewoon Sangga,
Daelim Sangga,
Seoul Museum of
History, Seoul Center
for Architecture and
Urbanism

Organization
Seoul Metropolitan

Government, Seoul
Design Foundation

SEOUL BIENNALE OF
ARCHITECTURE AND
URBANISM INTRODUCTION

The Seoul Biennale of Architecture and
Urbanism (Seoul Biennale) incorporates

a wide range of fields-from sociology,
geography and economics to literature, art,
theater, and film - to engage in research and
debate around the future of cities around
the world. Seeking innovative design and
policy alternatives, the Seoul Biennale
actively collaborates with the public,
experts, artists, architects, and policy
makers.

SEOUL BIENNALE OF
ARCHITECTURE AND
URBANISM 2019

The 2019 aims to create a space for
communication and engagement of
citizens in the creation and transformation
of their ciies, and to develop new

collective strategies of participation

and empowerment in urban and social
processes of the city. The biennale will
become a global platform for the exchange
of experiences and debate of the multiple
challenges and responses facing cities at a
global scale.
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CO-DIRECTORS

Jaeyong Lim is an architect and a

current member of the board of Seoul
Foundation for Arts and Culture. He

was the commissioner for the exhibition
‘Seoul, Towards a Meta-City’, and was the
director of the 2011-2012 Korea-Japan
Contemporary Architecture exhibition.
Furthermore, he was the commissioner of
the 2011 UIA competition for the Seoul
Promotional Center. Lim received his
Bachelor’s Degree at the Seoul National
University, and Master’s Degree at
University of Michigan.

Francisco Sanin is the professor of
Architecture at Syracuse University. He was
a visiting professor at Princeton University,
University of Oregon, and Kingston
University. He was co-commissioner of

the Korean Pavilion for the 2008 Venice
Biennale, and the designer of the 4th
Gwangju Biennale 2011, and the curator
for the Seoul City Architects Forum 2017.
Sanin is a registered architect, he received
his diploma degree from the Universidad
Pontificia Bolvariana in Medellin, Colombia.
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COLLECTIVE CITY: RECLAIMING
THE CITY AND ARCHITECTURE

Cities are contested territories, by their very
nature spaces of negotiation, multiple and
complex subjects, divergent rights, values,
claims and conditions. To understand

the city one needs to understand this
contradictory nature and to recognise

and frame it as a physical and political
construct complicit in the right to housing,
access to natural and social resources,
transportation, political freedoms and
justice whilstvsimultaneously pressured
by the challenges of internal and global
migration, climate change and increasing
inequity.

The contemporary city operates as a
speculative apparatus, a mechanism of
capital, shaped by the logic of efficiency
and profit; public resources and spaces

are increasingly privatised and conceived

of as commodities. Emerging systems are
based on a managerial model that privileges
corporate and technocratic visions that
undermine the collective nature of the

city, and challenge both our political and
environmental survival. From corporate
cities, free-trade zones to geopolitical
enclaves, the city is in a deep crisis as to the
very nature of its project.

In the wake of global urbanisation and the
distorted growth of urban centres - cities
- architecture has become progressively
marginalised from the city’s form and
processes, increasingly relinquishing the
traditional definition of its disciplinary
scope. In the context of this continued and
unprecedented growth and progressively
complex social, political and economic
systems, the contemporary city is

overwhelmingly conceived in terms of flows
and data systems with success measured by
statistics and metrics.

The urgent challenge is to develop new
tools, methods and forms of intervention

at multiple scales from the domestic

to the territorial scale, from public

space to infrastructural networks, from
activism to institutional roles, redefining
architecture’s disciplinary territories as

a system of knowledge production. The
Seoul Architecture and Urbanism Biennale
(SBAU) 2019 claims architecture as an
active participant in the construction of the
city and as an agent in realising a political
and cultural project for the city, reimagining
and reconsidering it beyond the object-icon
dimension in which is trapped today

The SBAU has the privilege to rethink,
reimagine and claim back the city as a
collective project and to truly interrogate its
viability and its construct. These questions
could not be more immediate, timely or
urgent. The global population tips the
balance at 8 billion with more than 70%

of people soon to be living in our cities,

the transformation and sublimation of our
urban centres transgresses comprehensible
notions of scale and time, outpacing our
hitherto ability to respond and act — we are
witness to the failure of the modern city.

The biennale is an incitement to
demonstrate and evidence what collective
space can mean, how we can imagine it as
an agent of political action of both of social
and environmental commons, in order to
speculate on the new city. It is a platform



XL|Z Qe £A|Q MZ2AM FE|SH= M2 A|ZdSH| AL = MA| to grapple with essential and necessary
3 s olg] TEL] TAISTte| C}2H [h3S HiSto 2 disciplinary and cultural transformations
that must take place to enable us to answer

PAl L X2k X gl Al3|x TSH=ES A H T
RoIct. fHE" HE, A, " ”_SJ M B4SS anEan these challenges and to understand how
SiCh. O|E Sall XIAE &hatsln EED} 2|HS new collective practices can be mapped,
M2EA|ZASH|odL = 0|25t A&te| A|2MS mEsH 4 o= ST EHojo] 22Y HELIE tested, innovated and leveraged to truly gain
oIx|slo] ZMS IRY HEN ASsin ARE FE5H= 240 2HO|CH Lot £A| 97 FHE agency and relevancy in the face of most
S3sHs EBo| ¥S UEDX} HO), HEMY MT || MNSID M HUS $2s0] 25 ALY certain adversity.
SAH ZHHIM 5o LI‘, MiA ZX]olM SSsHAl ¢'g/7'|'hll', EE, Ho & & JAEZ= X' H]dIEt| 2| SBAU 2019 aims to create a space of
Zhojst £ U= BE EMES X M5H= Holct MIEE 0|0 LIZ}LX} StCt, research and debate opened to and
0|2 QIsiM= MQUZit ofL|2} 2Lt 23] AFS|of engaged with a truly global audience. The
- Biennale will explore the condition of the
THHE SH= AHHZ H|5}5H= il 3] b IR, TRAIAT AL (BU=E e )
QHHSHS °EHE_ HISISH= Bi=2 quHO_F stk 2ATHE, ZRAAT A (SES) collective in the city, not as the natural
ME22 EHE stolM= 71=2] ©HE0| & E|D, state of the city today, but rather as a
of|= 27|58 ol Eoisi, 7% S0|22 A condition to be reclaimed and reframed,
AE7} 71E2| H4=0| OF S OIX|5HA| Eic}. suggesting that the collective subject is in
fact the instrument of political action and
_ o transformation of the city. With the city of
Sl MEA|IZA=H| ALY = SA|] HE sgsS Seoul as host, SBAU proposes to engage
A E DX} SiCt, 25 £ A|o] X101 A7} in this global dialogue with partners from
OfL|2} AMEH| EHEst T EE EAE A7510] multiple cities around the world to identify
- . . innovative forms of collectivity as both
XISk Al O] XMx|x Et=11} tHS1 9| . .
EEol dH= _EM | SXI% &St H| spatial constructs, forms of speculation and
FHUS AL E Ro[Ct, R2l= SUH X9 research, modes of governance and new
EO0|X} ALS|X MRO| AAMO R HREE= MER social practices. It aims to map and explore
SEfo| ZIEHMoll ZESIC), 0|HE £A| BIKs} emerging models of collaboration and city
oy = _ making at a global scale. SBAU will develop
Aol m= =1 AbS|-3Z4 X Xio|=15y T oy . K
== | 1S 211 M2l-2aH eyl a continuity building on previous biennales
St tiSolLt oil 2 23t 4~ UCL otH by establishing research agendas and
gz e] SX2 MAIZC! xtele] Eal Al transformative strategies in the city to be
ZMo| M2 PuS 755t AlmE = FHo|c}. taken over, debated, refused or reconsidered
- _ in future editions of SBAU.
ofofl X|uit=E, HF U ollF, 22|10 ALEH
HHolzk= Ml 71X &2 SH2E TA| HElg} Jaeyong Lim, Francisco Sanin
2pY 2te| AIE Fx|=o| sHEEQI 2HElM (Co-Directors)

EHASITI X} BHCE,



VENUES AND SITES

ME Al £4& SZ 220 U= st o] & X2 HZst= M2471et CHE A7t} The two main venues of the Seoul Archi- Along the axis connecting these two venues
EEH“'EII}?J%E}IKDDP)Q} MZ B2 Q= 3%t TR MEO| XA 2 AMREIL}, tecture and Urbanism Biennale 2019 are are the Sewoon Plaza and Daelim Sangga
the Dongdaemun Design Plaza (DDP) sites that will host the Global Studios and
= =231 of|} Al
=oZHEH0SE MBI AL 2 FHToICh and Donuimun Museum Village located onsite exhibitions.
M2 E*I Bsto| AL TARS| 2 F R2 in the centre of Seoul. At the East and

=
=
MEeo| 3t TA| JHe Tt Sx| SA| M2

Western gates of the historic centre

AIXIMOo 2 HOo| Z=C}, these two contrasting sites represent the
urban regeneration of Seoul and its urban
development.

=eo|RurE e SCHECIxtelEatxt
Donuimun Museum Village Dongdaemun Design Plaza (DDP)

MESAErEat
Seoul Museum of History

Mi2d7tet cHE a7t
Sewoon Plaza and Daelim Sangga
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THEME
EXHIBITION

Curator
Beth Hughes

Venue
DDP (Design Exhibition
Hall, Design Pathway)
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‘Collective City’ seeks to question how
modes of collective practice and action can
challenge the current paradigms of city
development and offer resistance to the
dominant systems of spatial production.
The biennale seeks to reflect on new models
of co-existence, social practice, governance,
research and speculation, to suggest
alternative concepts of architecture, the

city and the environment and to interrogate
architecture’s political agency.

The Thematic Exhibition is an invitation

to radically reimagine the structure of our
cities, a provocation to fundamentally
reprioritise, shifting focus from the success
of the individual and capital through real-
estate speculation and the commodification
of land, to foreground collective rights and
to claim the city as a shared investment.

The curatorial project juxtapositions
research and propositions from

diverse scales and forms of global

action, imbricating possibly dissonant
epistemologies. The potential richness
and legacy of the biennale is what can

be revealed at the intersection of these
conflated scales and practices, to unravel
preconceptions within the field and proffer
new ontologies as a space of proposition for
new forms of existence.



S Al CITIES
EXHIBITION

Telolg EAIMOME HMAMIA 2 800171 EAIS =5, Curator Under the overarching theme of the
ASS ajm 2} H|elt| o] X =H|Q! EISHEA| (Collective Dongwoo Lim, Rafael “Collective City,” the 2019 Seoul Biennale of
Luna Architecture and Urbanism is a platform for
= EI‘O ZkZ1o XFZE=EO5
C'tyza HIE22, Ziziel =AM 7he SRt discussing the most important issues and
EHA MZt5ta U= EH2} OIFSES CIREE Venue themes raised by each of the approximately
Eo|2ul=2OlE, QASIFOH, 0] IHHUAM 22|= EA|ZH] Donuimun Museum 80 invited cities. The goal of this year’s
MEEAAS A, o147} x5t | D22 M| SA|0fl CHaH O|sHE & Village, Seoul Hall discussion is for participants to better
- - _ of Urbanism & understand the collective consequences
=) H=M ol=2 5H XISHX] 24 o
MEEAZASUE UES Sict. B HuE2=M EAM (City as Architecture, Seoul of connections and meetings between
a Collective Consequence)= 22|2| EA|7} Center for Architecture cities. This concept of “cities as a collective
SZH A|ZHE Oe| 3 AFSIE o] EEhNIgS and Urbanism consequence” highlights cities not only as
Hoi=1} SAl0fl, A0l matM s o|E5x| gt an aggregated environment of space, time,
_ _ and society, but also as living, dynamic
S k= | [-] X=X A'=O olo JJ.OIO-I
%'_' _ﬂlg Ex1 92 2482 Yo R BUUO systems that are constantly changing
Halsl= MEeS HojEL} TA|I™o| g2l= as a result of factors that are, in some
Eo|2 Hi=2 3l Ol2 0|2t THESHEl Z27ZH M cases, unintentional or unplanned. The
0|20 X|= MA= MM A2 AlstS fragmented nature of Donuimun Museum
Village, the venue of this year’s biennale,
Hil=C}, Sa|xoz 2 ol . .
CHESHEC SB2lMoR S22t S0 2UniEtE represents the circumstances of cities all
02 7kx| 222 CIA| MEZbo| A2 A= around the world, aligning with the fact
SAISQ| Atsl2 =9o|2 HiZ 2 Ol29o| 27t} that, despite the physical boundaries that
SHECL 2019 MESAMUSH|ALE =AIHS ts:ptarate cities, thl'er: atr)etmany ftthorit'
at can serve as links between them. It is
XISkXd z471 ol o bl . .
HEX ZaASEMO] ZATHOIEAH M2 against this backdrop that the 2019 Seoul
22|51 £ HAE|E=X] Ho{FE= MA7LHE Biennale of Architecture and Urbanism aims
¢iiFolct. to demonstrate how cities as a collective

consequence are separated from and
connected with each other simultaneously
at any given time.
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GLOBAL STUDIO

Curator
Sanki Choe

Venue
Sewoon Sangga
sewoon Hall

The second Seoul Biennale Global Studios
(SBGS) exhibition and symposium are
scheduled for the Fall of 2019 as part of
The Seoul Biennale of Architecture and
Urbanism, hosted by the Metropolitan
Government of Seoul.

The Global Studio session has played a
vital role in expanding the boundaries of the
theme and bringing meaningful discourse,
content, and vision to the biennale events
through engagement active participation
of talented students and academics from
renowned domestic and international
institutions around the world.

The Global Studio will participate in the
biennale under the common theme of
“Collective City”. The theme calls for a wide

range of research and design proposals that

are grounded in both social and material
dimensions, bridging the academic and
professional interests of the disciplines of
architecture and urbanism.

As such, the works produced from

the studios are expected to convey a
strong physical presence with a deep
understanding of the social dynamics that
give form to our built environment. The

17

SBGS will function as a research platform
that supports varied interpretations and
approaches exploring how collective actions
contribute to the urban vitality and bring
difference to society..

Collective space operates and evolves
through many creative strategies of
interactions, intrusions, and exchange of
social boundaries. The patterns of such
collective actions can be extracted from
various physical models of marketplaces,
public streets, housing, and other structures
or infrastructures both traditional and
contemporary. The city also benefits from
innovative governance models and active
collective processes that balance out the
rules and social agreements that collectively
contribute to reshaping the city for the
public good.
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LIVE PROJECTS

Curator
Yeongcheol Jang

Venue

Seoul Museum of
History, Sewoon
Sangga, Daelim
Sangga

The space of the market is as an
aggregation that forms as the city takes
shape, emerging from a place of exchange.
As the density of the market increased

and more functions were added to the
surrounding area, it slowly evolved into the
current form of the city. It goes without
saying that While the structure of all cities
were transformed greatly through the
Industrial Revolution with the development
of railroads and roads, the industrial
structure in accordance with the division of
labor, and the consequences of capitlaism,
the market maintains its original form in
every city.

From the range of perspectives of the
traditional- market within the traditional
collective city, this project aims to explore
the challenges currently facing our cities.
Although we can class Seoul as a global city
externally, it is clearly isolated internally;
a collective from a microscopic view, but
severely fragmented from a macroscopic
view; suggesting a harmonious society

in appearance, which is in fact, scattered
through conflict on the inside. Thus,

this project intends to explore the urban
alternatives that can accurately address
these contradictory city problems and

19

make the process of discussing, learning,
understanding, and experiencing an
inclusive one for the citizens.

Furthermore, the question which not only
considers the ways in which a traditional
market that has naturally evolved with the
features of a collective city, could include
arange of social and cultural activities but
also how modern architecture and urbanism
design could make a significant contribution
to turning the traditional market into

an integral zone which is economically
prosperous and loved and appreciated by
the citizens will serve as an essential topic
to lead the on-site project.
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PUBLIC PROGRAM

EDUCATION PROGRAM

Venue
DDP DesignLab Academy Hall and
Design Exhibition Hall

— Providing an opportunity to learn
about and understand current
issues within the city through the
theme of the Seoul Biennale of
Architecture and Urbanism

— Discussion and communication
among various age groups
through conferences, workshops,
and innovative programs

FILM AND VIDEO
PROGRAM

— Film series related to the Seoul
International Architecture Film
Festiva that engage the wider
participation of the residents of
Seoul

— Provide an opportunity to broaden
the understanding of the Seoul
Biennale’s theme through film-
related events such as film
screenings, film talk, forum, and
outdoor film screening.

— Co-Host : Korean Institute of
Registered Architects
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TOUR PROGRAM

Venue
Seoul Biennale Venues and nearby
sites

— Providing a dynamic experience
that helps local residents in
understanding the thematic of the
biennale through visiting the city
and the architectural sites.

— Exhibition tour, Live project tour,
Collective Seoul City tour

EVENT

— A festival of events in the city for
people can enjoy various events in
the city of ‘Seoul’

— An activated program that
expands the resident participation
in the biennale such as outdoor
film screenings and biennale map
making.
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OFFICIAL EVENTS

OPENING WEEK EVENTS

Press Tour

Date
September 5 - 6,
2019

Participants
Inviting Press

Venue
Seoul Biennale
Venues

Film & Video
Program
Opening Ceremony

Date
September 7, 2019

Participants

Invited person,
Open to Public
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Pre-Opening

Date
September 5 - 6,
2019

Participants
VIP, Participating
artists

Opening
Ceremony

Date
September 7,2019

Participants

VIP, Participating
artists, Open to
Public

Opening Forum
(City Architect
Forum)

Date
September 6, 2019

Participants
Open to Public
(Advance reservation)

Global Studio
Symposium

Date
September 8, 2019

Participants

Participating
Professors and
Students, Open to
Public

CLOSING
WEEK
EVENTS

Closing
Ceremony

Date
November 10, 2019

Participants

VIP, Participating
artists, Open to
Public



2019 MEZ A|AESH AL SEOUL BIENNALE OF
ARCHITECTURE AND
URBANISM 2019

2019.9.7 - 11.10 SEPTEMBER 7 -
NOVEMBER 10, 2019

HAEL Venue
SCH2C|xIQIZaIXHDDP), Eol2utE it Dongaemun Design Plaza(DDP), Donuimun
X

- _ Museum Village, Seoul Hall of Urbanism &
SEA|ASXAIZ, MSEA|ZASM 2 . .
MEEAZASEAZ, MEEAZASUE, M287t, Architecture, Seoul Center for Architecture
27 MEFALEE S and Urbanism, Sewoon Sangga, Daelim
Sangga, Seoul Museum of History etc.
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Organization

MEA| EAIZZBHME
1A =AZZ T Urban Space Improvement Bureau, Seoul

MEA|ZAEH| AL AR Metropolitan Government
Seoul Biennale Architecture and Urbanism
Al SH|0]X] Division

www.seoulbiennale.org

Official Page
www.seoulbiennale.org
=9
seoulbiennale@gmail.com 7Inquwy. )
seoulbiennale@gmail.com
H|0]AS @seoulbiennale Facebook : @seoulbiennale
QIAEITI™ @seoulbiennale Instagram : @seoulbiennale

SEH seoulbiennale Youtube : seoulbiennale
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